
Dear Peter Leonard, 

Freedom of information request and opportunity to make submission 

I am writing to inform you that the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) has 
received a freedom of information (FOI) request, which includes a document containing business 
information relating to Data Synergies. The document also contains personal information relating to 
you. 

The relevant document is attached. 

Under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act), when we receive a request covering 
documents of this kind and we believe the person or organisation concerned may wish to contend 
that the documents are exempt from release, we are required to consult before releasing the 
documents, if it is reasonably practicable to do so (under ss 27 and 27A of the FOI Act). 

Opportunity to make a submission 

I invite you to make submissions raising any objections you may have to the release of the attached 
document under the following exemptions in the FOI Act (paraphrased): 

1. Section 47(1) – disclosure of the document would disclose:
a) trade secrets or
b) any other information having a commercial value that would be, or could reasonably

be expected to be, destroyed or diminished if the information were disclosed.
2. Section 47G(1) – disclosure of the document would disclose information concerning a person

in respect of his or her business or professional affairs or concerning the business,
commercial or financial affairs of an organisation or undertaking, in a case in which the
disclosure of the information:

a) would, or could reasonably be expected to, unreasonably affect that person
adversely in respect of his or her lawful business or professional affairs or that
organisation or undertaking in respect of its lawful business, commercial or financial
affairs, or

b) could reasonably be expected to prejudice the future supply of information to the
Commonwealth or an agency for the purpose of the administration of a law of the
Commonwealth or of a Territory or the administration of matters administered by
an agency.

3. Section 47F – disclosure would involve the unreasonable disclosure of personal information
of any person (including a deceased person). This exemption is intended to protect the
personal privacy of individuals.

We note that more information: 

• about s 47 is available in the Guidelines issued by the Australian Information Commissioner
under section 93A of the Freedom of Information Act 1982, Part 5 (Exemptions), available at
www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/foi-guidelines/part-5-exemptions.

• about ss 47F and 47G is available in the Part 6 (Conditional exemptions) of the FOI
Guidelines, available at www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/foi-guidelines/part-6-
conditional-exemptions.

If section 47(1) applies, documents are fully exempt from release. Access must be given to 
documents covered by a conditional exemption under s 47F or 47G unless this would be contrary to 
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the public interest. If you consider that the document falls within the scope of ss 47F or 47G(1) you 
must also indicate whether you believe that disclosure would be contrary to the public interest. 

If it is your view that the document falls within the scope of the exemptions outlined above, would 
you please consider whether deletion of any specific information from the document (under section 
22) would address your objections. 

Please note that it is not sufficient simply to assert that one of the exemptions applies and that 
disclosure would be contrary to the public interest. You need to provide reasons and supporting 
evidence. Also, while your comments will be taken into account, the final decision about whether to 
release the document rests with the decision maker in our agency. If the decision maker decides to 
grant access to any document whose release you opposed and you have made a submission in 
support of your contention that the document is exempt under one of the provisions of the FOI Act 
above, you will be given written notice of the decision and the opportunity to seek review of the 
decision before the document is released. 

Disclosure log 

If we decide to grant access to the requested document we are generally obliged to publish the 
information on our disclosure log. 

How to make your submission 

Please send your comments in writing by close of business on 8 December 2020 by return email to 
me. Please use OAIC reference FOIREQ20/00220 in all correspondence. 

If a response is not received by this date, I will assume you do not object to the release of the 
document. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Kind regards 
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Our reference: FOIREQ20/00220 

Dear Julie 

Freedom of information request no. FOIREQ20/00220 

I refer to your request made under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth) (FOI Act) and received 
by the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) on 7 November 2020.  

Because your request covers documents which contain information concerning an organisation’s 
business or professional affairs and personal information, the OAIC is required to consult the 
individuals and organisations under ss 27 and 27A of the FOI Act before making a decision on release 
of the documents. 

For this reason, the period for processing your request has been extended by 30 days to allow time 
to consult (see s 15(6) of the FOI Act). The processing period for your request will now end on 6 
January 2021. 

The consultation mechanisms under ss 27 and 27A apply when we believe the person or 
organisation concerned may wish to contend that the requested documents are exempt for reasons 
of personal privacy, or may adversely affect their business or financial affairs. We will take into 
account any comments we receive but the final decision about whether to grant you access to the 
documents you requested rests with the office of the OAIC. 

At this time we do not have your permission to release your name to any person or business we 
consult. Please advise if you consent to your name being disclosed during consultation. 

Kind regards 
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From: Joseph Gouvatsos
To: Mark Lindsey-Temple
Cc: Emma Liddle
Subject: For your clearance- FOIREQ20/00220 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Tuesday, 1 December 2020 2:25:00 PM
Attachments: Notice and Consent Paper for OAIC.PDF

Draft s 27A consultation notice for third party- FOIREQ20-00220.docx
Draft consultation notice for A- FOIREQ20-00220.docx

Hi Mark,
 
During the search and retrieval process for FOIREQ20/00220, it has become evident that we
need to conduct third party consultation with Mr Peter Leonard of Data Synergies.
 
Please find attached 2 draft emails for your clearance:
 

1. Consultation notice for A
2. Consultation notice for third party requesting submissions on release of the documents.

 
I have also attached the consultation document that I intend to send to Mr Leonard, for your
reference.
 
Kind regards,
 
Joseph
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Dear Peter Leonard, 
 
Freedom of information request and opportunity to make submission  

I am writing to inform you that the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) has 
received a freedom of information (FOI) request, which includes a document containing business 
information relating to Data Synergies. The document also contains personal information relating to 
you. 

The relevant document is attached.  

Under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act), when we receive a request covering 
documents of this kind and we believe the person or organisation concerned may wish to contend 
that the documents are exempt from release, we are required to consult before releasing the 
documents, if it is reasonably practicable to do so (under ss 27 and 27A of the FOI Act). 

Opportunity to make a submission  

I invite you to make submissions raising any objections you may have to the release of the attached 
document under the following exemptions in the FOI Act (paraphrased): 

1. Section 47(1) – disclosure of the document would disclose: 
a) trade secrets or 
b) any other information having a commercial value that would be, or could reasonably 

be expected to be, destroyed or diminished if the information were disclosed. 
2. Section 47G(1) – disclosure of the document would disclose information concerning a person 

in respect of his or her business or professional affairs or concerning the business, 
commercial or financial affairs of an organisation or undertaking, in a case in which the 
disclosure of the information: 

a) would, or could reasonably be expected to, unreasonably affect that person 
adversely in respect of his or her lawful business or professional affairs or that 
organisation or undertaking in respect of its lawful business, commercial or financial 
affairs, or 

b) could reasonably be expected to prejudice the future supply of information to the 
Commonwealth or an agency for the purpose of the administration of a law of the 
Commonwealth or of a Territory or the administration of matters administered by 
an agency. 

3. Section 47F – disclosure would involve the unreasonable disclosure of personal information 
of any person (including a deceased person). This exemption is intended to protect the 
personal privacy of individuals. 

We note that more information: 

• about s 47 is available in the Guidelines issued by the Australian Information Commissioner 
under section 93A of the Freedom of Information Act 1982, Part 5 (Exemptions), available at 
www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/foi-guidelines/part-5-exemptions. 

• about ss 47F and 47G is available in the Part 6 (Conditional exemptions) of the FOI 
Guidelines, available at www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/foi-guidelines/part-6-
conditional-exemptions.  

If section 47(1) applies, documents are fully exempt from release. Access must be given to 
documents covered by a conditional exemption under s 47F or 47G unless this would be contrary to 
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the public interest. If you consider that the document falls within the scope of ss 47F or 47G(1) you 
must also indicate whether you believe that disclosure would be contrary to the public interest. 

If it is your view that the document falls within the scope of the exemptions outlined above, would 
you please consider whether deletion of any specific information from the document (under section 
22) would address your objections. 

Please note that it is not sufficient simply to assert that one of the exemptions applies and that 
disclosure would be contrary to the public interest. You need to provide reasons and supporting 
evidence. Also, while your comments will be taken into account, the final decision about whether to 
release the document rests with the decision maker in our agency. If the decision maker decides to 
grant access to any document whose release you opposed and you have made a submission in 
support of your contention that the document is exempt under one of the provisions of the FOI Act 
above, you will be given written notice of the decision and the opportunity to seek review of the 
decision before the document is released. 

Disclosure log 

If we decide to grant access to the requested document we are generally obliged to publish the 
information on our disclosure log. 

How to make your submission 

Please send your comments in writing by close of business on 8 December 2020 by return email to 
me. Please use OAIC reference FOIREQ20/00220 in all correspondence. 

If a response is not received by this date, I will assume you do not object to the release of the 
document. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 

Kind regards 
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Our reference: FOIREQ20/00220 

Dear Julie 

Freedom of information request no. FOIREQ20/00220 

I refer to your request made under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth) (FOI Act) and received 
by the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) on 7 November 2020.  

Because your request covers documents which contain information concerning an organisation’s 
business or professional affairs and personal information, the OAIC is required to consult the 
individuals and organisations under ss 27 and 27A of the FOI Act before making a decision on release 
of the documents. 

For this reason, the period for processing your request has been extended by 30 days to allow time 
to consult (see s 15(6) of the FOI Act). The processing period for your request will now end on 6 
January 2021. 

The consultation mechanisms under ss 27 and 27A apply when we believe the person or 
organisation concerned may wish to contend that the requested documents are exempt for reasons 
of personal privacy, or may adversely affect their business or financial affairs. We will take into 
account any comments we receive but the final decision about whether to grant you access to the 
documents you requested rests with the office of the OAIC. 

At this time we do not have your permission to release your name to any person or business we 
consult. Please advise if you consent to your name being disclosed during consultation. 

Kind regards 
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From: Legal
To: "Julie"
Subject: Your request to the OAIC- Our reference: FOIREQ20/00220 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Tuesday, 1 December 2020 3:57:00 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Our reference: FOIREQ20/00220

Dear Julie

Freedom of information request no. FOIREQ20/00220

I refer to your request made under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Cth) (FOI Act) and
received by the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) on 7 November 2020.

Because your request covers documents which contain information concerning an organisation’s
business or professional affairs and personal information, the OAIC is required to consult the
individuals and organisations under ss 27 and 27A of the FOI Act before making a decision on
release of the documents.

For this reason, the period for processing your request has been extended by 30 days to allow
time to consult (see s 15(6) of the FOI Act). The processing period for your request will now end
on 6 January 2021.

The consultation mechanisms under ss 27 and 27A apply when we believe the person or
organisation concerned may wish to contend that the requested documents are exempt for
reasons of personal privacy, or may adversely affect their business or financial affairs. We will
take into account any comments we receive but the final decision about whether to grant you
access to the documents you requested rests with the office of the OAIC.

At this time we do not have your permission to release your name to any person or business we
consult. Please advise if you consent to your name being disclosed during consultation.

Kind regards
 

 Joseph Gouvatsos | Lawyer
Legal Services
Office of the Australian Information Commissioner
GPO Box 5218 Sydney NSW 2001  |  oaic.gov.au
02 8231 4259 |  joseph.gouvatsos@oaic.gov.au
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From: Legal
To: @datasynergies.com.au"
Subject: Our reference: FOIREQ20/00220 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Tuesday, 1 December 2020 4:10:00 PM
Attachments: Notice and Consent Paper for OAIC.PDF

image001.jpg

Dear Peter Leonard,

Freedom of information request and opportunity to make submission

I am writing to inform you that the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) has
received a freedom of information (FOI) request, which includes a document containing business
information relating to Data Synergies. The document also contains personal information
relating to you.

The relevant document is attached.

Under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act), when we receive a request covering
documents of this kind and we believe the person or organisation concerned may wish to
contend that the documents are exempt from release, we are required to consult before
releasing the documents, if it is reasonably practicable to do so (under ss 27 and 27A of the FOI
Act).

Opportunity to make a submission

I invite you to make submissions raising any objections you may have to the release of the
attached document under the following exemptions in the FOI Act (paraphrased):

1. Section 47(1) – disclosure of the document would disclose:
a. trade secrets or

b. any other information having a commercial value that would be, or could
reasonably be expected to be, destroyed or diminished if the information were
disclosed.

2. Section 47G(1) – disclosure of the document would disclose information concerning a
person in respect of his or her business or professional affairs or concerning the
business, commercial or financial affairs of an organisation or undertaking, in a case in
which the disclosure of the information:

a. would, or could reasonably be expected to, unreasonably affect that person
adversely in respect of his or her lawful business or professional affairs or that
organisation or undertaking in respect of its lawful business, commercial or
financial affairs, or

b. could reasonably be expected to prejudice the future supply of information to the
Commonwealth or an agency for the purpose of the administration of a law of the
Commonwealth or of a Territory or the administration of matters administered by
an agency.

2. Section 47F – disclosure would involve the unreasonable disclosure of personal
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information of any person (including a deceased person). This exemption is intended to
protect the personal privacy of individuals.

We note that more information:

about s 47 is available in the Guidelines issued by the Australian Information Commissioner
under section 93A of the Freedom of Information Act 1982, Part 5 (Exemptions), available
at www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/foi-guidelines/part-5-exemptions.

about ss 47F and 47G is available in the Part 6 (Conditional exemptions) of the FOI
Guidelines, available at www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/foi-guidelines/part-6-
conditional-exemptions.

If section 47(1) applies, documents are fully exempt from release. Access must be given to
documents covered by a conditional exemption under s 47F or 47G unless this would be
contrary to the public interest. If you consider that the document falls within the scope of ss 47F
or 47G(1) you must also indicate whether you believe that disclosure would be contrary to the
public interest.

If it is your view that the document falls within the scope of the exemptions outlined above,
would you please consider whether deletion of any specific information from the document
(under section 22) would address your objections.

Please note that it is not sufficient simply to assert that one of the exemptions applies and that
disclosure would be contrary to the public interest. You need to provide reasons and supporting
evidence. Also, while your comments will be taken into account, the final decision about
whether to release the document rests with the decision maker in our agency. If the decision
maker decides to grant access to any document whose release you opposed and you have made
a submission in support of your contention that the document is exempt under one of the
provisions of the FOI Act above, you will be given written notice of the decision and the
opportunity to seek review of the decision before the document is released.

Disclosure log

If we decide to grant access to the requested document we are generally obliged to publish the
information on our disclosure log.

How to make your submission

Please send your comments in writing by close of business on 8 December 2020 by return email
to me. Please use OAIC reference FOIREQ20/00220 in all correspondence.

If a response is not received by this date, I will assume you do not object to the release of the
document.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Kind regards
 

 Joseph Gouvatsos | Lawyer
Legal Services
Office of the Australian Information Commissioner
GPO Box 5218 Sydney NSW 2001  |  oaic.gov.au
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02 8231 4259 |  joseph.gouvatsos@oaic.gov.au
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From: Peter Leonard
To: Legal
Subject: RE: Our reference: FOIREQ20/00220 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Tuesday, 1 December 2020 5:57:34 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

69846F808F9845D8B734551A5816DC66[277459141].png
AEFD6CCC4A304A92B06295E627E30AEC[277459142].png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Joseph
 
Thank you.
 
I have no objection.
 
Best regards
 
Peter
 
Peter Leonard
Principal, Data Synergies Pty Limited
Professor of Practice, UNSW Business School
Consultant, Gilbert + Tobin Lawyers
M  | E @datasynergies.com.au
 

 
 
This email and any attachment is confidential between Data Synergies and the addressee. If it has been sent to you in
error, please delete it and notify us. Any opinion expressed in it is not the opinion of Data Synergies unless that is stated
or apparent from its terms. Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional Standards Legislation. Legal
practitioners employed by Data Synergies are members of the scheme.  
 
Data Synergies Pty Limited | ABN 53 618 373 023
 
 

From: Legal
Sent: Tuesday, 1 December 2020 4:12 PM
To: Peter Leonard
Subject: Our reference: FOIREQ20/00220 [SEC=OFFICIAL]
 
Dear Peter Leonard,
 
Freedom of information request and opportunity to make submission

I am writing to inform you that the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) has
received a freedom of information (FOI) request, which includes a document containing business
information relating to Data Synergies. The document also contains personal information
relating to you.

The relevant document is attached.
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Under the Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act), when we receive a request covering
documents of this kind and we believe the person or organisation concerned may wish to
contend that the documents are exempt from release, we are required to consult before
releasing the documents, if it is reasonably practicable to do so (under ss 27 and 27A of the FOI
Act).

Opportunity to make a submission

I invite you to make submissions raising any objections you may have to the release of the
attached document under the following exemptions in the FOI Act (paraphrased):

1. Section 47(1) – disclosure of the document would disclose:
a. trade secrets or

b. any other information having a commercial value that would be, or could
reasonably be expected to be, destroyed or diminished if the information were
disclosed.

2.       Section 47G(1) – disclosure of the document would disclose information concerning a
person in respect of his or her business or professional affairs or concerning the
business, commercial or financial affairs of an organisation or undertaking, in a case in
which the disclosure of the information:

a. would, or could reasonably be expected to, unreasonably affect that person
adversely in respect of his or her lawful business or professional affairs or that
organisation or undertaking in respect of its lawful business, commercial or
financial affairs, or

b. could reasonably be expected to prejudice the future supply of information to the
Commonwealth or an agency for the purpose of the administration of a law of the
Commonwealth or of a Territory or the administration of matters administered by
an agency.

2. Section 47F – disclosure would involve the unreasonable disclosure of personal
information of any person (including a deceased person). This exemption is intended to
protect the personal privacy of individuals.

We note that more information:

about s 47 is available in the Guidelines issued by the Australian Information Commissioner
under section 93A of the Freedom of Information Act 1982, Part 5 (Exemptions), available
at www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/foi-guidelines/part-5-exemptions.

about ss 47F and 47G is available in the Part 6 (Conditional exemptions) of the FOI
Guidelines, available at www.oaic.gov.au/freedom-of-information/foi-guidelines/part-6-
conditional-exemptions.

If section 47(1) applies, documents are fully exempt from release. Access must be given to
documents covered by a conditional exemption under s 47F or 47G unless this would be
contrary to the public interest. If you consider that the document falls within the scope of ss 47F
or 47G(1) you must also indicate whether you believe that disclosure would be contrary to the
public interest.
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If it is your view that the document falls within the scope of the exemptions outlined above,
would you please consider whether deletion of any specific information from the document
(under section 22) would address your objections.

Please note that it is not sufficient simply to assert that one of the exemptions applies and that
disclosure would be contrary to the public interest. You need to provide reasons and supporting
evidence. Also, while your comments will be taken into account, the final decision about
whether to release the document rests with the decision maker in our agency. If the decision
maker decides to grant access to any document whose release you opposed and you have made
a submission in support of your contention that the document is exempt under one of the
provisions of the FOI Act above, you will be given written notice of the decision and the
opportunity to seek review of the decision before the document is released.

Disclosure log

If we decide to grant access to the requested document we are generally obliged to publish the
information on our disclosure log.

How to make your submission

Please send your comments in writing by close of business on 8 December 2020 by return email
to me. Please use OAIC reference FOIREQ20/00220 in all correspondence.

If a response is not received by this date, I will assume you do not object to the release of the
document.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Kind regards
 

 Joseph Gouvatsos | Lawyer
Legal Services
Office of the Australian Information Commissioner
GPO Box 5218 Sydney NSW 2001  |  oaic.gov.au
02 8231 4259 |  joseph.gouvatsos@oaic.gov.au

 

***********************************************************************
WARNING: The information contained in this email may be confidential.
If you are not the intended recipient, any use or copying of any part
of this information is unauthorised. If you have received this email in
error, we apologise for any inconvenience and request that you notify
the sender immediately and delete all copies of this email, together
with any attachments.
***********************************************************************
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